EPISODE 12
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

AMB
WEIRD TECH HUM UNDER
LINDA
[struggling noise] Where am I?  Who are you?

SOUND
BIG LIGHT COMES ON

LINDA
[gasps]

TUNIS
[booming, evil, but flat] Who are you?

LINDA
I'm Linda the...  Just Linda.

TUNIS
Don't try and lie to me.  That thing on your head - do you know what it is?

LINDA
[unsure] A... metal crown?

TUNIS
It's a Mezian brainwave truth detector.  And you know what it does when you lie?

LINDA
[a bit scared] Um, tells you?

TUNIS
It kills a brain cell for every lie you tell.  Sonar waves.  It's very painful.  [long moment]  Let's ...start ...again.

MUSIC
AMB
BOOPY COMPUTER NOISES

SOUND
LOUPO ROLLS IN

OLD MAN
Ah!  And who is this?

SOUND
TWO HORN HONKS, SOMEWHAT STRAINED
OLD MAN
[sharp] Really?

SOUND
TWO HONKS

OLD MAN
[drawn out] Giggles, eh?  I was wondering where you had got to.  

SOUND
SNAPPY PACING STARTS

OLD MAN
[considering]  Hmm.  The famous Giggles.  Hmm.  Though I do think you've been off your stride for some quite time.

SOUND
[beat, then quick] ONE HONK

OLD MAN
[chuckles, then knowing] I see.  [commanding] Loupo!

SOUND
MACHINE CRANKS TIGHT

SOUND
PAINFUL DRAWN OUT HONK

OLD MAN
Stop.

SOUND
CRANKING AND HORN BOTH CUT OUT SUDDENLY

SOUND
HORN GASPS

OLD MAN
[darkly]  No.  I don’t think this should end quite so quickly.  Hmm...  If I remember, you used to set your pants on fire.  Hmm...  Now where is that lighter fluid?

MUSIC
LINDA
[wincing and crying out] I'm telling the truth!  I'm telling the truth!  I'm telling the truth!  Really!

TUNIS
Fine.  Just ruin it, why don't you?

LINDA
Huh?

TUNIS
Can't you tell one little lie?  Just so I can see if it still works?

LINDA
But my ...brain--!

TUNIS
It really just lights up.  Special effects.  You know.

LINDA
But it does detect lies?

TUNIS
Oh, yes.  And Cheesecake.

LINDA
Oh.

TUNIS
[trying for evil again]  Why should I believe you just got lost, then?

LINDA
Because I'm not lying.  Your...thingee.

TUNIS
[sigh]  I phrased that badly.  Are you so sure that ....oh... it wasn't someone else's plan that you got lost?

LINDA
I have no idea.

SOUND
HIGH PITCHED TONE
LINDA
I thought you said it just lights up!

TUNIS
What?  

LINDA
That noise!

TUNIS
What noise?

LINDA
It - it- it's ear-piercing!

TUNIS
Hmph.  Well, um.  Is it higher than this [screams a high note] 

LINDA
Not helping!  At least unbelt me so I can cover my ears!

MUSIC

AMB
BINGO ROOM

SOUND
CHASE CONTINUES

SOUND
WEIRD MACHINE KEEPS WORKING

ROSE
Come on, Penny!

PENNY
I need to see if the duplicator works!

BINGO
Hoopyhoopyhooopyhoopy.

CINDY
Bingo's really creepy!

ROSE
At least climb up!  Then you'll be almost out of reach!

CINDY
Is anything happening over there?

SOUND
KID FEET SCUFFLE ACROSS THE ROOM

PENNY
There's something happening!  Lights, noise.  I guess the door thing opens when a new starrette is ...done.

SOUND
BINGO'S FEET SUDDENLY STOP

BINGO
[very creepy] Starrette.

ALL 3 GIRLS 
Ewwwwwww!

BINGO
[grindy whisper] Starrette.

SOUND
MOMENT OF MACHINES ONLY

ROSE
Well...  At least he stopped chasing you!

MUSIC
SOUND
HIGH PITCHED TONE

SOUND
UNBUCKLE, SLAP OF HANDS TO EARS

LINDA
I can't believe you can't hear that!

SOUND
METAL CLANK JANGLE

TUNIS
Be careful with that!

LINDA
You take it off, then!

SOUND
CAREFUL MOVEMENT OF METAL

SOUND
TONE CUTS OUT

LINDA
I wouldn't be surprised if it did kill a brain cell or two.  That was horrid.

TUNIS
You're making a mutant out of a molehill, girl.  

LINDA
What happens now?

TUNIS
[incensed]  What happens?  Isn't it obvious?

LINDA
[beat] No.

TUNIS
[heavy sigh] I should keep you tied up for this, but really I can't be bothered.  [wistful] It's been so long... [drifts off]

LINDA
Tied up for what?

TUNIS
To reveal my evil plans, of course!  To revel in my masterworks of villainy, to give you the clues you need, so you can foil me three episodes from now.

LINDA
[full of wonder] Are you... Macaroni Pete?

TUNIS
[incensed]  No!  I, you pathetic little mortal human girl thing, am [ramping up] Tunis the Unstoppable!

SOUND
THUNDER CLAP

LINDA
[after all the thunder's gone] Who?

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
SOAP MUSIC SWELLS

RUTH
Leave him alone!

GLORIA
Better you should tell him to leave me alone!
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
GINA
[to self] I can't believe it.  She's still here - and in charge!

GOGGLES
[sly, eavesdropping] Oh?  Who's that?

GINA
[gasp]  Who are you?

GOGGLES
I'm the second in command around here.  Now what was that you were saying?

GINA
[decisive breath]  Isabelle.  She's been here a long time is all.

GOGGLES
Maybe not for much longer, though.

GINA
[trying for casual]  Why's that?

GOGGLES
[evil chuckle] Nothing.  Just that people keep disappearing around here - you never know who...might be...next.

GINA
Probably me.

GOGGLES
Nonsense.  You're a new face.  We'll keep you around for a while.  Do you have a high pain threshold?

GINA
A what?

SOUND
FOOTSTEPS APPROACH
SOUND
STAR CRUNCH THEME PLAYS IN BG
ISABELLE
Well, we have a little time.  Goggles, why don't you go and roust the strong man - get him prepped.

GOGGLES
[takes his time]  Fine.  I'll go.  How prepped do you want him?

ISABELLE
No more than two jiggers.  He dropped a kid last week.

GOGGLES
[pretending to be sympathetic]  Oh.  Right.  I'm off!

SOUND
HIS SLOW FEET GO AWAY


SILENCE UNTIL HE'S GONE

ISABELLE
Where the hell have you been all this time?  

GINA
Living on the edge.  

ISABELLE
The edge?  [higher pitched] The edge?  I sleep fifteen minutes at a time, since I have no one left to take over the show at night - god knows I can't trust that damn kid.

GINA
Did you call him...Goggles?

ISABELLE
Yeah, why?

GINA
[changing the subject] We should team up again.  I could help you--

ISABELLE
After what you did?  How could I EVER trust you again?

GINA
What I did?  If you recall, I got you this job, dear sister.  

ISABELLE
Yes it’s been a treat.

RAMPING UP INTO A FIGHT

GINA
I was the talented one - the starrette - and you were just the one who couldn't sing or dance or anything!  What else could I do - leave you...outside?  

ISABELLE
Yes, you got me this job, and then never stopped reminding me of it!  So kind!

GINA
You should--

ISABELLE
No no nO!  Don't you EVEN try and tell me what to do!  Anything I may have owed you is long gone - I may not have the talent to perform on the show, but BY GOD I have the brains and the guts to keep it running!

SOUND
ISABELLE STORMS OFF

GINA
[sigh, then heavy regret]  Goggles.  

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

[Closing]
