EPISODE 15
AMB
TUNIS' LAIR

LINDA
All right, we have a plan.  We go to studio 10 and see if there's still anyone alive there.

TUNIS
Must we?  We could simply check from here.

LINDA
Huh?  And you're just mentioning this now?

TUNIS
I've been ....distracted.

LINDA
[heavy sigh] We're going to have to do something about that.

TUNIS
[too quick] I have an idea!

LINDA
First show me how we can check on the other studio.

TUNIS
It's my own invention.  I call it--  [very ominous] The monitor.

LINDA
The monitor?

TUNIS
Yes.  Walk this way.

SOUND
HE WALKS OFF

LINDA
I can't.  I'm in taps.

TUNIS
Yes... we need to do something about THAT as well.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
AMB
OLD GUY'S LAB

SOUND
KLAXON STARTS TO GO OFF.  HAND SLAPS A BUTTON, KLAXON ENDS

SOUND
BOOM TUBE OPENS, JUST LIKE WITH ROSE.

CINDY
[whispered] Rose?  Rose?!

SOUND
A COUPLE OF STEPS, A SCUFFLE

CINDY
[hand over her mouth, trying to make noise]

SHABOO
[harsh whisper] Be quiet or you'll die, too.

CINDY
[calms down a bit] Um-hm  [hand off of mouth, sniffles] Die?

SHABOO
Shh.  Now, the professor should be back any moment - we need to get out of here.

CINDY
[whispered] I need to find my sister.

SHABOO
He... blasted her.  She's ...dead.

CINDY
I - I need to see!  She's my sister!  My twin!

SHABOO
We'll see.  I need to find a safe place for you while I do what I have to do.

CINDY
What do you have to do?

SHABOO 
I have to enter the red zone.

Cindy
Linda says that's where the monster hunts!

SOUND
TWO HONKS

MUSIC

AMB
TUNIS' LAIR

SOUND
CRACKLE OF OLD TV COMING TO LIFE

LINDA
Is this really going to help?

TUNIS
Shh.  Watch.  [mournful]  This has been my only human contact for - oh - years and years.

LINDA
No wonder you're so... eager.

TUNIS
Yes.  Here, sit closer to me.  You can see better.

SOUND
RUSTLE AS SHE MOVES

TUNIS
[a little choked up]  Good.

LINDA
So what is it?  All I see is a bedroom?

TUNIS
No, no - that's Gloria's bedroom.  She's a terrible woman.  Always stealing other women's husbands.  She also might have murdered her great uncle to inherit his estate, but they never found any proof.

LINDA
Oh.  Oh!  There's someone - is that Gloria?

TUNIS
No, that's Ruth.  She's a very nice girl.  Like you.

RUTH
[TV, talking to herself] I know I shouldn't have come here, but I HAVE to know!  

TUNIS
[does the yawn, stretch, arm around thing]

LINDA
Oh!

TUNIS
Sorry, just needed to stretch.  If it bothers you, I can ...move my arm.

LINDA
I ... guess not.

SOUND
[TV] MUSIC SWELLS, GOES TO COMMERCIAL FOR STELLA'S STELLAR SOAPS AND SUNDRIES
TUNIS
About your clothes...

LINDA
My what?!

TUNIS
I was thinking you need a disguise.

LINDA
But this is my starrette uniform!  If I change clothes, I won't be a starrette any more!

TUNIS
It's just a costume.  It won’t change YOU at all.  You need to make yourself harder to find.  And harder to hear coming.

LINDA
My shoes ARE kind of noticeable.

TUNIS
What would you say to a black leather catsuit?  I'm sure there's one around here somewhere.

LINDA
[oblivious] You think people won't notice me, if I'mdressed as a cat?

MUSIC
AMB
BINGO ROOM

SOUND
THE DUPLICATOR IS GETTING LOUDER

PENNY
[grunting with effort]  Just a little bit...more!

NELLIE
It's not going to close.

PENNY
It HAS to!  I have to go where Rose and Cindy went!

NELLIE
What if they didn't go anywhere?  What if they just... vanished?  Or died?

PENNY
They went up the tube.  

NELLIE
It's too small for you.  

PENNY
I...can...make it!  Quick shut the door!

SOUND
TRY TO SHUT, BUT IT WON'T QUITE GO

NELLIE
Nope.  Besides, what do I say to your friend Linda when she gets back and--

PENNY
IF she gets back.  I think we have to assume that terrible things have happened to everyone else, and we're on our own.

NELLIE
On our own to do what?

PENNY
[wobbles for a bit] I - I don't know.  [firms up] Yes I do!  We need to keep making starrettes!

NELLIE
What do we do when the room gets too crowded?

PENNY
Well, it is a big room.

NELLIE
And what are all these other machines?  Maybe something else here would be useful?

PENNY
Don't touch anything!  It's not labeled, and you saw what happened to Cindy!

NELLIE
I'm bored.

PENNY
[muttered] Great, I have to be the grownup?  [up]  Why don't you work on taking Bingo apart, once and for all - so we can be sure he won't get up again?

NELLIE
All right...

MUSIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

AMB
STUDIO

SOUND
FEET COME IN

GINA
How long you plan to keep me tied to this chair, SIS?

ISABELLE
Until I feel like seeing you really suffer.

GINA
Suffer?

ISABELLE
My audience is acquiring a taste for a bit of brutality.  I'm rationing it carefully, so they don't--

GINA
--get bored and come after you?  That's what usually happens to dictators, isn’t it?

ISABELLE
As long as I spread it around, making it fair and reasonable who gets a bit of punishment while everyone else looks on, they will only think well of me.  That's one of the only reasons I haven't hauled YOU on stage by now.  I don’t have a good explanation.

GINA
Don't you mean an excuse?

ISABELLE
[huffy sigh]  Call it what you will, I'm still standing here, and you're trussed up like a pot roast.

GINA
[dreamy] Pot Roast.  I haven’t had pot roast in ages...

ISABELLE
No one has.  We eat what the sponsor provides.  We don't need anything else.

GINA
But it would be really great, wouldn’t it?  I can just smell it - and potatoes.  Mashed potatoes.

ISABELLE
Keep that up and you'll just make yourself hungry.

GINA
Remember how mom used to caramelize the carrots so they were really sweet and we'd fight over who got the last one?

ISABELLE
[cold] Yes.  We always ended up fighting over the last one.

MUSIC
AMB
TUNIS' LAB
SOUND
MOING A COUPLE OF HEAVY OBJECTS
TUNIS
[talking over his shoulder]  I've put together a bunch of my more portable evil inventions that we might be able to use should [turns] any... thing... happen...  [husky] Oh.

LINDA
It's a little too tight, isn't it?

TUNIS
[shaky] Oh?

LINDA
And it won't zip up all the way at the top.

TUNIS
[gulps] Oh!

LINDA
Maybe I should just go back to my old--

TUNIS
Uh-uh [vehement no]

LINDA
Can you help me with the laces on the boots?

TUNIS
Ohhhh!

SOUND
BODY DROP - HE FAINTED

MUSIC

AMB
BINGO ROOM

SOUND
THE DUPLICATOR IS ALMOST DONE

SOUND
RUMMAGING THROUGH DRAWERS

PENNY
There must be something in here that tells what all these machines do.  

SOUND
CLANK OF WRENCH ON FLOOR

NELLIE
I'm done.  There ain't two pieces still in one piece on old Bingo here.  What’s next?

PENNY
You can help me look through the papers--

SOUND
BING, THE MACHINE IS DONE

PENNY
Great, now there'll be two of you - you can keep each other company while I start a third one.

SOUND
PSHHT OF STEAM, DOOR OPENS

PENNY AND NELLIE [gasp!]

NELLIE
I don't really - Do I ... look like that?

[Closing]

