EPISODE 4
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
GARY
[musing]  Are we doing the right thing?

ISABELLE
[soothing]  Of course.  We have to have new acts.

GARY
No, I mean ... [almost a whisper] the magic door.

ISABELLE
You can't go about second guessing the sponsor, Gary darling.  

GARY
I... know.  It's just that things seem to be ... coming apart.  It used to be one or two a year who ...went on through, and now - it's all of them.  How can we ever go on, if they all leave the studio?

ISABELLE
We have to think of the sponsor.  [afterthought] And the children.  Besides, they've let us keep five.  And there are always more children.

GARY
That’s what I mean - if everyone goes through, who's out there having children?

ISABELLE
[commanding] Don't think about it.  Star Crunch wouldn't like it.

GARY
[apology] I'm just tired.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

SOUND
TWO SETS OF HEAVY BREATHING - GINA AND LINDA - PLUS HORN SQUEAKS THAT MIMIC WHEEZING

LINDA
[whooping breath] What was that?

GINA
Loupo, the studio bouncer.  

LINDA
But it's--

GINA
He's been replaced piece by piece by machinery.  I doubt there's anything human left in there.

SOUND
SUGGESTIVE HONK, LIKE A WOLF WHISTLE
GINA
Well, maybe that...

LINDA
Those... starrettes - what happened to them?

GINA
They were fired--  

LINDA
But some were crushed!

GINA
--From a cannon.

LINDA 
Seriously?

SOUND
TWO HONKS

LINDA
[crying] I don't want to be fired from a cannon!

GINA
We have to make sure no one else - no other starrette - is ever hurled through space that way.

LINDA
And why do they all look like me?

GINA
They don't.

LINDA
But--

SOUND
MASK REMOVED

GINA
You all look like me.

LINDA
[gasp]!!

MUSIC
GARY
what episode are we on today?

ISABELLE
Episode 256

GARY
Right - uh-  wait...  Wasn't yesterday episode 256?

ISABELLE
Of course not.  I have it right here.  And here's your opening.

GARY
Do we have Bingo today?

ISABELLE
Best not.  He's gone off completely.

GARY
Can’t we just - shut off his voice?  

ISABELLE
Only if we had someone to dub him from offstage, but we've got barely the crew we need to run the show as it is.

GARY
[losing it] Why is this happening?

ISABELLE
Everything comes apart eventually.  The show, Bingo,...

GARY
Star Crunch?

ISABELLE
We have to hold it together as long as we can.  Our own lives depend on it.

GARY
I just don’t see the point any more.

ISABELLE
Happy children.  That's the point.

GARY
What few are left.

MUSIC
GINA
Star Crunch thought it was much too disruptive - would make the children confused and unhappy - to find out that their beloved starrette was gone.  So they duplicated me over and over and made you - all of them, you, and probably plenty more still in cold storage somewhere, waiting their turn on the heap.

LINDA
That's terrible!

GINA
Tell me about it.  That's why we need you to get back in, pretending to be the new starrette - we'll call you Julie - and find a way into the red zone!

LINDA
Why don't you--?

GINA
Come into the light.

LINDA
Oh.  Yeah - the scar would be a dead giveaway.

GINA
I got that when I escaped.  I barely made it out alive.  So you see--

LINDA
[grim but uncertain] It has to be me.

MUSIC
SOUND
STAR CRUNCH THEME SONG BEING SUNG IN THE DISTANT BACKGROUND
GARY
[dull] what episode are we on?

ISABELLE 
I told you!  256.  

GARY
Nuh-uh.  No.  That can't be.  I wrote it down this time.  Episode 256 was yesterday--

SOUND 
PAPER FLIPS

GARY
--and the last four days.

ISABELLE
Four days?  What makes you-

GARY
Probably much longer.  What the heck is going on?

ISABELLE
Hmm.  [shrug]  I just say what comes up on the teleprompter.  Blame the sponsor.

GARY
Have you ... heard anything ... from Star Crunch lately?

ISABELLE
Only the words on the screen.  And at least I know just how long that's been going on.

GARY
[suspicious] How long?

ISABELLE
[beat] Oops - is that your cue?

GARY
[angry sigh] This is not over.

SOUND
FEET STORM OUT

ISABELLE
[muttered] You're just lucky we don't have another announcer handy...

MUSIC
SOUND
TAP SHOE FOOTSTEPS, SLIGHTLY ECHOEY, HESITANT

LINDA
[psyching self up] Just a little further.

ROSE
[off, whispered] Where are you going?

CINDY
[whispered] Let me up!

ROSE
[whispered] No!  Shh!  I'm talking!

LINDA
[whispered] Do you know what's behind the magic door?

ROSE
[gasp]

CINDY
[whispered] Monsters!

LINDA
Have you seen them?  Have you ever been in there?

ROSE 
[whispered] No one goes there and ever comes back!

CINDY
[whispered]  Monsters eat them!

GARY
[off] Hey!  Who's down there?

LINDA
[whisper] Do you know where I can find Bingo?  [beat]  Kids?

GARY
[getting closer] Hello?

LINDA
[replying, trying to sound different]  Hi!  I'm the new starrette.

GARY
But we... have one.  [sighs, tsks, then annoyed] Just like everything else.  We can't use you right now - but you're bound to have your chance.  

LINDA
Did I do something wrong?

GARY
No, just... Just stay close, but don't go anywhere near the soundstage.  We can't let the kids see two of you at once.

LINDA
Ok!  I'll just wait around.

GARY
Fine.  [down]  Damn, the music's about over again.  I have to go.  [off a bit]  Good luck.

MUSIC
GARY
[narrating, but no heart in it]  In today's episode, Bingo is still trapped in the darkest heart of the rainforest, where he went to [sigh] recover the lost heart of the Noodle King, Macaroni Pete's [sigh] non-evil twin, the true and good king of ... of...  [hissed] I just can't do this any more!

ISABELLE
You think you can't be replaced?

GARY
[shocked] What?

SOUND
CHILDREN GETTING RESTLESS

ISABELLE
[cold, threatening] Finish the recap, Gary.

GARY
[brittle, but trying - clears his throat]  The true and good king of Pasta Palace!  So, with Bingo still away on this big adventure, we bring you Weeble, the monkey on a tricycle!

SOUND
VAGUE CHEERS

MUSIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

SOUND
TAP SHOE FOOTSTEPS, SNEAKING
LINDA
Where now?

ROSE
Left.

CINDY
No, right!

ROSE
It's left!

CINDY
Left is when your hand makes an L!

LINDA
Shh!  [confused]  Waitaminute - I'm supposed to find the red zone!  This isn't the way.

CINDY
It's much more important.

ROSE
Of course it is!

LINDA
[musing] A door with a star?

ROSE
How will you ever beat the monsters without help?

CINDY
You gotta let Bingo out. 

[Closing]
