EPISODE 9
MUSIC
POODLE MUSIC IN THE BACKGROUND
GOGGLES
[groaning around a gag]  Mm!  MM!

SOUND
LOTTO BALLS ROTATING IN A HOPPER

ISABELLE
[muttered] Sorry, babe, but that's show biz.

SOUND
POODLE MUSIC ENDS

ISABELLE
[up] Weren't they wonderful?

CHILDREN
[mild cheer]

ISABELLE
And now, the next lucky winner!

CHILDREN
[huge excitement]

SOUND
HOPPER ROTATES TO A STOP

ISABELLE
And now I reach in and pick the number of the lucky winner!

SOUND
OPENS THE DOOR AND REACHES IN

CHILDREN
[gasping hush]

ISABELLE
And the winner is - 43!

CHILDREN
[groans]

GEORGE
Whoo-hoo!!!

SOUND
APPLAUSE

SOUND
RUNNING FOOTSTEPS COME DOWN FROM THE AUDIENCE

ISABELLE
All right, and your name is?

GEORGE
[slightly breathless]  I'm George!

ISABELLE
And what do you like best to eat, George?

GEORGE
Star Crunch!

SOUND
APPLAUSE

ISABELLE
Now George, you get to choose one of the following - what is this, children?

CHILDREN
[yelling] A ping pong paddle!

ISABELLE
And this?

CHILDREN
A boxing glove!

ISABELLE
Last but not least - what is this one?

CHILDREN
A rubber chicken!

ISABELLE
Now you know, George, what the choice is--

GOGGLES
[gagged, but trying to cry out]

MUSIC
SOUND
HYPNOTIC HONKING SUBSIDING

SOUND
SNAP OF FINGERS
LINDA
[gasp] Oh!  Is it over?

GINA
[grim] Yeah.

LINDA
Did I - did you get what you want?  [beat]  Did it work?

SOUND
TWO HONKS

GINA
I think we heard everything we needed to know.

LINDA
You sound - mad.  Did I do something wrong?

GINA
[sigh, then a bit nicer]  No.  It's just... I don't know what to do about it.

LINDA
Why, what happened?

GINA
It ate you.

LINDA
It really did?

GINA
But apparently you were... undigestable.

LINDA
So, I--?

GINA
You came out the other end untouched.

LINDA
Does a blob have an "other end"?

GINA
That one does.  And you weren't gone for more than a couple of hours, all told, so it didn't take very long, either.

LINDA
Weird.  I never thought of myself as being high in fiber.

SOUND
EXPLOSIVE HONK, LIKE A LAUGH.

GINA
[frustrated] There's got to be something to this, but I don't know what it is!  It's like I'm feeling aorund in the dark and finally found an edge, but I don't know whether it's a stair to get me somewhere or just a...  a ledge I'm about to fall off.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

SOUND
HORN - THREE TIMES, QUICKLY

GINA
[gasp!]

LINDA
What?  What does that mean?

GINA
I... don't know.  SHABOO?  What's wrong?

SHABOO
[trying to speak, but so weak it's impossible to make out]  I am...

LINDA
He can talk?

GINA
He never has - not as long as I've known him!

SHABOO
[gasping, almost making words] I am...

LINDA
Yes?

SOUND
ONE HONK

GINA
No!  Keep trying!

SHABOO
[just barely audible]  You.  duplicate

LINDA
Did he say--?

GINA
[musing] Duplicate.  Yeah.  [then up!]  Yeah!  Duplicate!  You're a duplicate!  That's it!

LINDA
That's what?

GINA
Why it couldn't digest you!

MUSIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
TELETYPE [long moment, but no words]

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MARCO
So, Marco, what do you think is under the drape today [slightly different voice]  Well, Marco, I'm glad you asked that.  I'm pretty sure that that there looks an awful lot like a [ramps up] Brand NEW CAR!  [haaa - like audience screamign noise]  Goodness, Marco!  You've won again!  [haaa!]
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
SOUND
SMACKING WITH COUNTING

CHILDREN
Eight!  Nine!  Ten! [then cheering and applause]

GOGGLES
[gagged and crying]

ISABELLE
That's all for now!  I need three volounteers to help me roll this back off stage so we have room for our next exciting act!

CHILDREN
Me!  Me!  Over here!

ISABELLE
You, you - um - and you!

CHILDREN
[some cheer, some disappointed]

SOUND
SMALL FEET RUNNING DOWN ONTO STAGE

ISABELLE
Push!

SOUND
GRUNTING, CREAKING, ROLLING

GOGGLES
[gagged, whining, fading out]

ISABELLE
And now!  A story!  

SOUND
Psst!

ISABELLE
Oh, yes, but first - A word from our sponsor!

SOUND
SONG COMES IN THEN FADES INTO BG

GIGI
[the new starrette]  
Star Crunch Loves you
Watches out and over everything you do 
It'll whet your appetite
Step right up and take a bite
Get nice and big
Everybody loves a chubby kid
Indulge your taste
and nothing will go to waste

ISABELLE
[quiet and insincere] I'm so sorry, goggles, but you brought this on yourself.

GOGGLES
[gagged] Uh-uh! [no]

ISABELLE
No one likes a bully.

GOGGLES
[clearly saying something, but not clear what]

ISABELLE
Oh, all right.

SOUND
TAKING OUT THE GAG

GOGGLES
[licks his lips]  You're the bully!

ISABELLE
No.  I'm ... hmm... [thinking]  I'm the law.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
TELETYPE

SOUND
THUMP, RUSTLE OF PAPERS

HENRY
[very drunk]  And there's nothing to report.  Is there anything happening out there?  Hello?  Oh, news flash - don't mix gin and vodka.  [chuckles boozily]  
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

AMB
THE SHOW PLAYS DISTANTLY IN THE BACKGROUND

SOUND
QUICK TIPTOE TAP SHOES RUN FROM LEFT TO RIGHT

GINA
Quick!  C'mon!

SOUND
A SECOND PAIR OF TAP SHOES RUN FROM LEFT TO RIGHT

GINA
Shh!  

LINDA
Sorry!

SOUND
FLOPPY SHOES RUN QUIETLY TO JOIN THEM

GINA
SHABOO, you said you know a back way into Bingo's closet?

SHABOO
[barely a whisper]  Of course.

LINDA
The main door is over there-- [gulps]  Gary showed it to me.

GINA
Shoot!  There's someone down there.

LINDA
What do you see?

GINA
Blast!  It's Loupo.  He's not moving, so I don’t think he heard us yet.

SHABOO
I need... to get in... to the ...red zone.

GINA
No way!  We gotta go back and circle round - right now!  Maybe there's another door into‑‑

LINDA
There isn't!  At least I didn’t see one when I was in there!

SHABOO
Something.... I need...

LINDA
Except...  Maybe the girls could get in!

GINA
The kids?

LINDA
Yeah!  I could talk them through it!

SHABOO
[suddenly shouting hoarsely]  Red Zone!  I must go into the Red Zone!

GINA and LINDA
[react, surprised]

SOUND
DISTANT, MACHINE NOISES OF LOUPO COME UP

GINA
Run!

SOUND
TAP SHOES RUN OFF
SOUND
MACHINE NOISES APPROACH THROUGHOUT

SOUND
TAP SHOES STOP
GINA
[off] SHABOO!

SHABOO
[hoarsely yelling, but getting stronger] Go on without me!  I know what I'm doing!

GINA
[off, wailing] No!  SHABOO!

LINDA
[off]  Come ON!

SOUND
[off] SCUFFLE, TAP SHOES GO AWAY

SOUND
MACHINE NOISES ARRIVE

SHABOO
[wheezy chuckle] Take me ... to your leader.

Closing music

